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chat of Scotland im particular. Next, 1,thall proceed to a Diſcourſe 
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1 Diſcourſe of Preſent Importance, Cc. 


APP Y might Scotland be, if 8 Modem Natives were 
Generous and Active, in advancing the rich Bledings be. 
- ſtowed upon them by Nature, and ſecured through the 
- Induſtry. of their Valiant Anceſtors. To incite Men co a 
; rink Improvement; .of-theſe Advantages, re encoprage them to 
build their ſuture Happigeſs ypan the 14 onn dation, is my preſent 

Deſign. In proſecution of which, I ſhall firſt hint at the Origin of 
Government in general, and hen give ſome probable account of 


ol Parliaments; in all its parts. - Thirdly, 1 will examine Publick 
and Private Iotereſt, and ſhall encourage. — 5 qrce the en A by Ar- 
gumenis, for evading Scotiaud*s'Dependance, and « embracing preci- 
dus Liberty, and endeavour to demognſtrat the, Baſenefs of the latter, 
ln the performanceloſ all which, I beg leaye to 1110 oy gy Mart 
; propoſed,” as tliey {ball — 1 to my, 

I judged-my.time xhuld-n 4 oe after © wel. f | fry BH 
than in beſtowing them in offering 755 22 os ; 
the View of the enſuing dee (ace cia w] 92 oe pre- 4 
ſent. Deliberations, 2 ur future Heppingls or Ia aſfing. pe Thi ery. 
It my Deſign-prove fo ſucceſsful 4 01 any lutte ee C01.5- 
Mea, to ſet them upon; War ed, animate them.to exert their 
full Strength in the Deſence of our, I. Aber, Jene Laws and 
Trade that are in Hazard; 1 ſhall oh x foe Tan ave gyned my Air, 
and in ſome meaſure acquitted my ſelk Egiance 155 Hy 
every one naturally owes: to hig COPE The 90 0 LOVE: 11 
Concern of which, ſhould incenſe Men rogall gb bout og or 
it's Servict;ard; —— uaderval 95 any th ths 11 may 
prove to beofthe eaſt Uſe; though offered from th he mean 'C paci- * 
ties. If any one cenſure my Notions 95 V dong, bs beſt Apol ogy 
can make, ais, That I am — Intention 170 gaht. 1 al for- 
bear an Enquiry into the Eſeapes e particu larPerſons, in reli to 
our Government, only, let me entreat etery Reader,to Examig 
feience,- and if any of his a 5 him in A RB er „that bs = 
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-repent,- and he may ſind a bleſſed Opportunity of Retriving his loſt 
Credit, inthe Reſtitution of his Country's Liberty and Honour, that 
has been impared by his ill Management. I proceed now to enter # 
upon the propoſed Subjects of my Diſcourſe, and ſhall begin with © 


Goverameat in general, 


ln the State of Nature, Man found himſelſ expoſed to many Incon- | 
veniencies, and diſturbed in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his natwal Privi- 


ir 


ledges and Property; In the removal of which Difficulties and Obſtru- 


ctions to his Happineſs, Selſ- Preſervation prompted Mankind to re- 
ſort to one another, for a mutual Aid and Support of their private * 
Rights. This obliged Men to enter into a civil Coalition and Com- 
munication of their natura Rights, to the great Advantage of the 
whole Society. For a laſting Duration of this amicable Union, it was 
found neceſſary to deviſe a Political Government, whereby the So- 


ciety might ſubſiſt, and without which Oeconomy, all Order ang 


Decency would be ſuppreſſed. Without ſome Model.of Government, no * 


Peace nor Tranquillity could be maintained, for every thing would turn 


into Confuſion, and a worſe State than before the Social. Conjunction. q: 


The Deſign of Government was the Good of Mankind, it was e- 


ſtabliſhed for the Uſe and Service of the whole State; on purpoſe to 1 : 
avoid and remedy all the Inconveniencies that would naturally enſue 7 


in a natural State, as was hinted before. It's Duty is to frame Rules 
and Laws for a Standard of Right and Wrong, whereby the Actions 


of the entire Community (including the Governing Party) might 3 


be adjuſted. For this end, Man quited his natural Liberty, and en- 


gaged to obey the Governing Power and Authority, as well as to ſup. * 
port the ſame, for the Preſervation of himſelf, and the whole Society. 7 


Oa the other hand, the Supream Power, thus elected by Conſent of 
the People, was obliged, on his part, to exerciſe the Legiſlative and 


Executive Power entruſted him, for the Good of tbe People, which 


powers were not to be further extended than the Common Good did 
require. So that all the Concerts andUndertakings of Political Govern- 
ment ought to be directed to no other intent, than the Peace, Saſety 
andpublick Good of the Community. When it happens other ways, the 


Deſign of Government is wholly Abuſed, & Tyranny andOppreſſion are 


intro» 
: 0 - 


* * 


* 
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loſt F zatroduced. The feveral Forms of Government were contrived, in 
that © the ſeveral Tempers and Inclinations of a Pgople prompted them to. 
nter The Scottiſh Government happened to be Monarchical, this Mor 
ith del being moſt ſuteable to our Genius and Climate. In the followin 

Relation of the Origin of our Government, | follow not the Opiat- 
ons of our Hiſtorians, for I look upon all Hiſtories of the firſt Riſe and 
on- Progreſs of Nations to be Fabulous. Therefore | take the Liberty 
vi- to give the following Narration, ſeing it beſt anſwers to the general 
ru- Notion I gave of Government, which, in my weak Judgment, has 
re- no other Foundation than the Conſent of the People. 
ate The firſt Colonies that ſettled here ( whoever they were) 


m- probably found it their Intereſt, to chooſe one . Wiſe and Valiant of 


- 


he their Number; by whom all the reſt mighP be regulat: And by whoſe 


as Conduct they might not only ſecure their new Conqueſt, bat enlarge 
o- its Territories. In Proceſs of Time, this Chiſtain of War and Peace, 
nd gaining a conſiderable Party, by the Means of his High Station and 


no Character, gotthe Popular Election changed into an Hereditary Set- 
ra tlement upon his Family. Some of theſe Captain's Succeſſors, for - 


n. getting the main 'Deſign-of their High Poſt, inſtead of Servants, be- 
e- came Maſters; they began to degenerat'unto Tyrants, and pretend, 
to That the People were their Subjects and Slaves; only created for 
ue the Support of their Luxury and Avarice. The People knowing 
es themſelves free, could not endure this intollerable Bondage : There- 
ns X -fore were neceſſitated to have Recourſe to ſeveral Methods of re- 
ht treaching within its due Limits, whe pretended uncontrolable Po- 
n wer of their Governour, who, by this time, had aſſunſed the Loſty 
p. *# Names of Prince and Ling. After the Dethronement and Slaughter 
y. ol many of theſe Princes or Captains, the People at length obliged 
of their Monarch to aſſemble at certain Seafons, the Barrons or landed 


d Men, and to conſult with them in all Arduous and Momentuous Af- 
fairs; whereby they, together with the King, conſtituted the 

d | Legiſlative Power, Here were enacted, Good and Wholſome Laws 
for their publick Benefit. Here the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 
y ject were boldly aſſerted, andſprudently ſecured. Leaſt at any time 


e the Prince ſhould negle@ his Duty in calling this Convention, the 
© 7 People reſerved of themſelves a Power of giving neceſſary Aids for = 
) © » | du S. 
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e who ſubmitted them! 5 \upos, onion, of heme 3 
2 — and maintained; in thei ghts and Priviledges. If once 


ion, anda State of War. 
A Prince has no Reaſon to grudge the Reſtriction of Parliaments; 
ſor it is but highly reaſonable, . that 4 overndour, ho, Was deſigned es 


for theGood of the People, ſhould anſwer; las ef, End, and give 
ſome Account of his Mini ers Actions. By w 


ch Brogpyre all the 


People may be ſatisfied, That it ĩs not for — 15 2 2 one 
perlon above the reſt in Pomp and Splendor, and that they may re- 
joice, not groan and plaint under Fry publick Burdens, till they are F 
wearied, Faint, and quite 'Exhauſted, F 
an hurmgaiousUair andLove betwintung and Parliament;js che i 


G 


U 


hen, 


ent. 3 ; 
y of i beſt Defence the Prince ein have againſt his Enemies, and firmly ſe- 
very #eures to him and his Poſterity, the Peaceable and Splendid enjo 
ment of the Throne. This cordial Agreement infpirss the SubjeQh 
2un-{{twith grateſul-Ackaowledgements to their Prince who isthereby i. 
laid cited to a generous Reſentment. When Matters run in the ſmooth 
channel of Cetreord; Piety, Vertue and Honeſty are enebütaged at 
Home; Trade flouriſhes, and Bleſſed Plenty abounds: Abroad the 
Prince is admired, as well as feared, and the People are prontinced 
Fhappy under the kind Influences of ſuch a benign Government All 
which occaſiohs a States Friendſhip and Allyance to be courted by 
Potent Neighbours : In a word, upon this Wheel of Unity the Hap- 
„ pigeſs of « Nation depends. - ss... 
This Amicable Agreement might be eaſily attained, in reſpect that 
the Intereſt of the Prince and People can never fail of being inſepari» 
ble: When it fall out other ways, it proves 4 Miſtake : If it be on 
ruſt the Prince's ſide, lie then acts not the Part of a Father of his CG 
ion g try, but plays the Game of a Foreign Prince or Pebple, and ſoreni- 
ders himſelf incapable of his Charge. I the Error falls out on the 
Peoples part, they ought by gentle and èaſie Remedies, to be ſoſtned 
into a Complyanes ol their Duty; whereas haſh Treatment exaſpe- 
ratsthem to'ſhake off their Allegiance,” by which the Prince is ex- 
veſed do emment danger: . 
Is it not to be admires, 'tliat Merhods contrary to hat we have 
been ſpeaking art choſen, which produte a diſmal Aſyect and com 
traty Effects? A Tyrant is hated, not only by his'own Subjects, but 
curſed. and -maligticd by the wile free WorldDeſpotickGovernment 
is ſo rigid and violent, -thit/itcaanothiſt, io more than be endured. 
ive *An'abſolute Prince is laughed at, and ffn mmed by his own fawaing 
the Couttiers, who mind nothing but their own private Concern; are ea- 
one ſily bribed by his Enetmies, andthe: firſt that abandon their Maſter in a 
re- Stotm. The Subjects Wiſh and Deſire nothing ſo ardently as an Op- 
are portunity ſor kiigckihg oft their Fetrers, and ſhaking their proull 
Monarchs Throne. In ſo dding, Wh G cun blame tltem, whoſe Man · 
the hood naturally inelmes to the Injoytifent-of Liberty, dag conſequent- 
eſt ly to the purſuance of Methods for obtiiding- that hñappy — 
| | fog 


neſs, Debauchry, and all manner of Impious Vices, are the Melan- 


&o them, ing order to hinder impertinent Addreſſes to be given to the 
: Complainant and Petitioners Caſe, may be juſtly and ſincerely diſco-# 


Hiſtorical Account of Parliaments, P. 5. and 52. does, ) That the * 
. Miniſters of State were not admitteSinto.Parliament as ſuch, and fo 


4 (6890 | 
Fight-proſpeR of an enſiaved State, will ſaon diſcover to the View a 


timorous Prince, not one Minute ſecure of his Liſe: Then appears the 


Ghoſtly Viſages of à Diſcontented People. In ſhort, Poverty, Idle 
Tl 
cholly Objects of this Tragical Scene. 
Theſe Niſorders invokes the heavy Wrath of God upon. a State 
where they are entertained. Such Conſuſions make a People deſpi-. 
cable in the Sight of their Neighbours, and at length invites them to 


make a Prey and Conqueſt of them. The Truth of all this is ſo obvi 


ous, That it would be uſeleſs to produce Avouchers, ſince the time is 
ſo freſh in our Memories that was like to prove ſatal to our ſelves, 
aſter the ſame manner here mentioned. 5 Oe 5 

That I may return to our Diſcourſe of Parſiaments, I ſhall next 
treat of the Officers of State. Theſe Officers were deſigned to ani - } 
mate the Publick Councils, and to giye Diſpatch in the ſame. T heir 
ꝓroper Office and Duty probably was to ſerve the. State, in going be-. 
twixt King and People, and to endeavour an Accommodation of Dif- Y 
ferences ariſing from either, ſide. Becauſe the King's many and im- 
portant Occaſions could not allow his Majeſty's particular InſpeRion|# 
into all Cauſes and their Circumſtances: Therefore, to caſe his Royal 
Highneſs of this great Toil and Fatigue, as well as to.add aLuſtre to the 
Grandeur of the Court, Officers of State were invented to be mediatelß 
ſubſervient to the Subject. The fjrſt Application of the People is made 


Prince; And that the particular State of the Country, as well as every 


vered. I will not raſnly venture to alledge, (as the Author of the 


x” 


ac did not encreaſce the fame. Nor-ſhall I, with the ſame Author, offer 


| (9) | / 
N Good Rulers muſt aim at the Publick Welfare; for true Intereſt will 
— never be compaſſed by them, unleſs the Generality of the People 


8 0 hey are Noble and Proper Inſtruments of promoting the Nations 


©". MHappinels, and of upholding the Honour and Dignity of their Charge 
State nd Character. This juſt and plain Way of dealing in theſe high Sta- 
eſo; tions is not very difficult to be accompliſhed? For it is eaſie to re- 
hi oreſent to their Maſter the Inclinations and Humors of the People, 
by; relation to any particular Affair in hand, and not to give out their 
mei, own fanciful Schemes, and ſiniſtrous Projects for the Sentiinents oi 
lves the Nation. Their Lord ought to be acquainted, that a thwarting 
of the Peoples Deſires, will inflame themeinto a combuſtion, to the 
EKings Prejudice. In caſe ſuch Remonſtrances has no Influence, a Sa- 
ni. ered Deference to the Common Good, ſhould oblige Juſt Men to re- 
þ . linquiſh the Court, and abandon their Poſts honourably, and oppor- 
tunely. Alſo it is the Duty of a Scots miniſter, that he cautiouſly 
yy "oppoſe all Occaſions and Importunities of being byaſſed by the lnflu- 
- ence of Engliſh Council, which never fails to endanger our Sovereign- 
ty. Laſtly, it is an Indication of a generous and really Noble Soul 
in a publick Miniſter, frankly to reſiſt all baſe Offers and Temprati- 
ons of Bribery : For Covetouſneſs and Honour are ſo incompatible, - 
that they never reſide in one Perſon, 


next 
a 


The Royal Perſon, ſince the Union of the Crowns, has been al- 
ways repreſented by one of the moſt conſiderable Peerss The Char» 
ges for Equipage, Table and other neceſſaries, has been ſomewhat 
expenſive to the King and People, which might be ſaved, if our Prin- 
cout ces, when they reſide not here, would graciouſly pleaſe to grant a 
10 Commiſſion to any of the Officers of State for adminiſtrating the Re- 
ger Sal aſlent, when the Acts were ready for the Touch. For the ſame 


De. Reaſon unnedeſſary Offices in the Civil Liſt, might be abridged with- 
ia a narrow Compaſs: By this frugal way, the Nation would gain a 
air Diminution in the publick Ceſs. Alſo a Scott Queen would be in a 
. Capacity of imitating an Exgliſb Monafch in the eaſing of the King- 
i dom out of her Majeſties proper Revenues: And Idouhe nothing but 


that this gracious Complement might meet with a ſuitable Reſent- 
* ment. f | | B : 


.- 
- 
— 
—— - 


Wpartake thereof. When Stateſ-men diſcharge their Office honeſtlyy - 2 


ſure, who repreſent the ſama See Sir George Mack. Crim, Tit. 6. K 


I 


Lintend next to ſpeak of Flatterers ; who when they nnd an ealie 
and well humored Prin, ſnakingly inſinuat themſelves into his Fa- 
your. Theſe. Paraſites, to enrich themſelves, bluſh not to enflame 
che Prince's Ambition, by inſtilling into their good natured Maſter, 
baſe and abſolute Principles deſtructive both to him and his Subjects. 
They tell their Paramount Lord, that he ought not to be controuled 
in any of his Deſigns oreꝗctions, and that he is accomptable to none e- 


5 


cept to the King of Kings: Then they conclude with an humble deſire 
of all the great Places and Penſions in their diſpoſal, that they may 
aſſume · to themſelves a Potent Party for the blunting the Power and 
Authority of Parliaments, that oppoſe their Maſter's intentions. 0 
ſtrange Fatality / to graſp after Power, a meer ſhadow, and loſe 


2d 
3.0 


Liberty, the Subſtance in the vile Conqueſt. S$laviſh Courtiers tread 7 


always in an indirect Path, and learn to ſpeak, or be ſilent, as beſt 


ſuits their Maſters Tempers. What unaccountable Barbarity is it, to 
be inglorious Inſtruments of enſlaving fellow Brethren > What exe- 
crable Impiety is it, to conſpire the publick Deſtruction in the Pur- 
chaſe of great Places, and a ſplendid Appearance? Such Monſters of 
human Nature, ought to be thruſt out of a free Society, and plunged 
into a State of miſerable ſlavery, and perpetus| Thraldom. Such ab- 
ject Spirits ought to be compelled to a Retreat under the unkind In- 
fluence of a Muſcovitiſb or Turkiſh Climat, where they might be com- 
plemented with*high and large Titles, and at lat with an abſolute 
Ax or Bow.ſtring to compleat their Happineſs. By other Means than 
Honeſt Actiqns, there is no ſtanding in à ſlippery Court; for a re- 
treat often proves diſgraceful, by a heavy and unexpected Downfal. 
It is needleſs to give an inſtance of this, only it may be wiſhed, that 
Declaimers againſt Courtiers, may not engage in the ſame Meaſures, "7 
and act the ſame Tragedy over again, 


only amuſing us with the 
change of the Actors. The moſt hopWiul way of deſeating any ſuch :;. 
Project, would be to revive the Parliaments Priviledge, in judging and 
condemfiing Perduellion : Which being a Crime committed againſt Þ 
the State directly, it naturally falls under their,Cognizance and Cen- 


Ing 
i - = 


5 . 
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2. Where that Soper-monarchial&.awyer (ſpeaking of the way of judg- 


8 0 | 7 


ES 


SU + 
ing Perduellion in the Rowan popular Aſſemblies) ſays, Whence probably 
did ariſe the judging Treaſon by Parliaments with us, Note, that 
Treaſon includes Perduellion as a Species f it. When any thing is 


committed againſt the Dignity, Honour, and Security of the People, 
the Parliament is the proper Judge; becauſe the People have devol- 
ved all their Power upon it. See Mack. Crim. Tit. 28. F. 3. Albeit 


his Majeſty may remit what Injury i committed again(} him, yet be can- 


l ? not prejadge thereby the intereſt of third Partjzes. By Act 174. Par. 


0 13. Jam. 6. It is provided, I any Remiſsion or Reſpite be granted before 


'* rhe Party injured be firſt ſatisfied, the Remiſsion u to be null. This is 


the Reaſon andOccaſion of the Cuſtom of procuring Letters pl Slains, 
wherein the neareſt Friend of the ſlaughtered Perſon declares himſelf 
ſutisfied: And ought not this to take place, when a whole State is 
like to be involved in Deſtruction 2? | 


1 ſhall now laſh Bribery with a little Reflection. This Corruption, 
2 when it meets with a kind Reception, is a pernicious Practice, ve- 
ry apt to put a final Period to the Liberties, Laws and Immunities 
ola free State, Some too are ſo ſimple, as to be inveigled by large 
Promiſes, which are rarely performed. This Mercenary way, was 
the occaſion of Rome's ſinking from bfing the Miſtreſs of the World, 
into a low and pitiful Condition. While Honeſty and Frugality 
reigned among(t the Romans, they dictated Laws to the Potentats 
of the Earth.: But when Avarice got footing, they were ſoon dege- 
nerated from Glorious Triumphers, into ſlaviſh Captives. They that 
before trembled at their Approach, and haſtned to throw opentheir 
Gates for their Reception, now found that Avarice%ould unhin$e 
their formidable Conſtitution. To prey (Viper like) upon the 
Bowels of the Common Wealth, to deſpiſe the Country, the com- 
mon Mother of us all, to neglect Liberty and Laws, our ſole Safe. 
guards, and that for the ſaks of naſty Pelf; all theſe are threwd Indi- 
cations of.a narrow and peeviſh Soul, Whar aPity is it,that a rational 
Creature ſhould be thus debauched by vain Riches, and airwHonours, 
whoſe Inconſtancy are lively painted out to us with Wings, ready e- 
very Minute to fly from us ? . | | | 
How much admired is one that ig proof againſt theſe Temptations 
B 2 3 How 


How much is he caraſſed and entruſted by every one, becauſe of his | 7 
ſteady and honeſt Principles. On che contrary, a mercenary Wretch n 
L 

0 


is flighted, vilified and miſdoubted in all his Tranſactions. Theres. & 
fon of the Difference is obvious; for this contemptible fin is an inlet , 
to all unworthy and ignoble Practices. One can hardly retreat rom 
this bewitching and enſnaring Vice, which precipitats Men into im- 
pigus and ſactilegious Meaſures lor gaining Lucre, their adorable I- 
dol. Defagrations, Perjuries, and Murders will not ſtop his Career, 
who is altogerher Corruption, tainted with poiſonous Principles rea- 
dy to be put in Practice. Should not this helliſh Character frighten | 
perſons4rom ſully ing their Fingers with Money upon baſe and unge- 
nerous Accompts? | | | T1 
Il wiſh men could be rechimed from this Error, and would conſi- 
der that Poſts and Penſions, for a bad Deſign, cannot be entailed u- 
pon them for ever. Would to God that Gentlemen would canvaſs 
feriouſly with themſelves the Politick of ſelf Intereſt, and ſure, after 
a ſerious enquiry, it would be found a groſs Miſtake. Where it gains 
Credir, it never fails to draw deſtruction upon its fond and fooliſh 
Carreſſer, this may be eaſily made out in the following Reaſons. 
The lnteteſt of the whole, | bop! Intereſt of every part. The Body 
Politick, in this, reſembling the Natural: As when any one of the 
Natural Members draws te it (elf the Nouriſhment and Blood of the 
Neighbouring Member, that Unnatural Stealth will ſoon conſume the 
Whole. In the ſafne manner, the Publick Advantage is the Intereſt 
of the Whole; And when any Member Sucks more to himſelf than 
belongs to his Share, he weakens the Publick Welfare. The whole 
Parts will be made ſenſible of the Decay, when the Entire Body ſtag. 
gers. Then, what Avaricious Men has gained, their Poſteriry muſt 
| Jooſe, and all the Gain will amount to a poor Ballance of a Gawdy 
Pomp and Splendor for a few Years, and ſometimes Moneths Enjoy- 
ment. At this rate, who would be Nooſed into an Abſolute Court's 
- Intereſt againſt their Country, to be uſed like Children, whoſe Nur- 
ſes give them a piece of Silver to quiet their Crying, and immediatly 
deprives them of it. E. : : _ : 
Sell · lntereſt occaſions a ſplſting into Parties, which Diviſion is 
pernicious to a.Goverament, and*widens a Breach to the — 
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Enemy, who will be ſure to make Application to one Side. And 
Envy and Hatred incites One of the Parties t#join the Enemy, to the 
Zuine of Both. Not unlike is this to Inconſiderate Maginers, that 
contend ina Storm, who ſhould be at the Helm, while the Wind and 
Weather determine the Contraverſy, in a Shipwrack of them All. I 
pray God, that this may never be our Caſe. 3 

Selfiſh-Ends are deſtructive to Society, and aaſwers not the Deſign 
hereof, which is a Combination for the Security of the whole. For 
his very End, Man was made a Sociable and Politick Creature. ls 

Jr not juſt then and reaſonable, that Selfiſh Men ſhould be Humbled, 
and a Corſe entailed upon their Actions and Families, when they ne- 
glect the Ends of their Creation: This is ſy certain, that there can-- 
Hot be ſhown a Flouriſhing Family, that, from the Fourth Generati- 
pn, poſſeſſes an Eſtate acquired out of the Country's Ruines. See a 
anuſcript, Entituled, The Staggering State of Scots Stateſmen. = 
Honour and Equity are the ſolid Supporters of a Kingdom, which: 
"ever fail to preſerve the Fabrick entire within; And guards it without 
from it's molt Inveterate Enemies. Honeſty is ſuch a Wiſe Politiek, 
That every thing Diſhonourable proves _ Improfitab!e.. Such ars 
Selfiſh Deſigns without Reſpe ro the common Intereſt, which never- 
ails to turn to ſo mean an Account, that they procure the Undertakers 
peedy Downfal, as well as his Country's Ruine. Doubtleſs, Self- 
Intereſt may ſometimes take place; Only, when the ſæme is oppoſite: 
o our Country's Good, then every Generous and Good Man ought, 
or ſo Sacred an Intereſt, to neglect every thing that is Hear to him, -« 
nd be ready to Sacrifice his All, not excepting his ſweet Life. Nor 
s this out of the Road of Self-Policy, for what Enjoyment can we 
dope for of Friends, Riches, or Fooliſh Honour, in a Deſolate and 
forlorn Country. | 
Our Glorious Predeceſſors, of Worthy Memory, were Publick: 
pirited to that Degree, that they were Prodigal of their own Private 
ortunes and Blood, in procuring this Nation a Happy Conſtifytion, , 
ee from Tyrannick Oppreſſion. They could not tolerate the Anci- 

t Kingdom's Dependance upon any of it #Haughty Neighbours; nor- 
alued themſelves upon any thing ſo much, as to be elteemed the: 
lorious Inſtruments of their Country's Flouriſhing State. Our Chro- 
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nicles are ſo full of this, that it is Sch to inſiſt upon it hete; Tho 
it might be wiſhed, that Scots-Men would converſe more with their 
Ancient Fathers, and leſs with their Living Enemies, It would re. 
dound more to their Honour, and Country's Welfare, that they would 
divert themſelves at Home in the Improvement of their Eſtates, than 
in ſquandering them and their Time away, in the Pleaſures and Luxury 
of a Court elſewhere. 

The malt proper Method of ruining Self-[ntereſt, is to take away 
Unneceſſary „the Occaſion and Encourager of it. Which, 
how it may be effected, I humbly leave to the Serious Conſideration 
of the Honourable Parliament. | 
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come now to treat ofthe Three Eſtates of Parliament, and ſo ſhal 
begin with the Firſt. Nobility is a great Priviledge, which not only 
Entitles Perſons of Quality to a Vote in Parliament, bur, to the 
Precedency of the other Two Eſtates. The Author of the Fiſtorica 
Account of the Rights of Parliaments alledges, That this Priviledge was 
aſſumed. See P. 52. and 53. The Patents of Nobility are granted, . 
by the Sovereign, and Recorded in Parliament. The Firſt Deſign off 
_ High Titles was to Complement Honourable Perſons, for their Me. 
ritorious Actions and Notable Services performed for the Good o 
their Country: Which Noble Remuneration cauſed Titles of Honout® 
to be eſteemed Precious, and excited Generous Men to Devote and 
Sigaalize themſelves in their Country and Prince's Service. The 

Grateful Memory of the Worthp Father, gained a Reſpect to their po- 
e ſterity. Magnificent and Splendid Characters were tranſmitted to 
Families, by the Valorous and Heroick Atcheivements of their ll. 
luſtrious Ptedeceſſors: So that, without Perſonal Merits, there is no 
Diſtiaction of Men. Naturally all Men are upon the ſame Level, i 
ſome Mens Qualifications did not challenge a Singular Reſpect diffe 
rent from others. | ; 

The great Intereſt of this Noble State would be, that their Number 
was not too much encreaſed, leſt, in the Cheapneſs and Contempt o 
Honour, the Luſtre of the Whole ſhould be Eclipſed. The Multipli 
city of Nobility never turhs to the Advantage of a State ſmall in it' 
Territories: For there always ought to be a Due Proportion bet ix: 
| 2 
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their Nobleman's Honour and his Landed Eſtate. The Decay and Po- 
d re. verty of a Noble Family are great Temptatfons to depend upon the 
ould Crown, which is Fatal to a Kingdom, when the Scepter ſwayed by 
than an Ambitious Prince. Some are byaſſed, by their Inordinate Paſſi- 
Xury ons, to that Pitch, that they affect Singularity, and are enamoured 

of any thing that is eſteemed by the Multitude. Ambitious Men are 

way thus enflamed with an Ardent Deſire of poſſeſſing Great and Popular 
nich Ticles-at any rate, even to the Nations Detriment. Every Man, the 
tion Higher and Prouder his Stomach is, and the Greater his Thirſt of 
Honour, the more eaſily is he tranſported to perpetrateunjuſPthings. 
All the Nobility are not of the ſame Creation and Stamp. Genu- 
in Nobility will not imagine their Countrygs Illfare their Welfare. - It 
is below a truly Noble and Exalted Spirit, to make ſuch a low Con- 
delcenſion, as to Cringe to the Intereſt of Slaviſh Favorites. The 
Oppreſſion of our Liberties and Laws is ignoble and deteſtable, it di- 
T veſts Nobility of their Splendid Titles, and deprives them of the De- 
ſignation of Good and Juſt Patriots. As your Honours denominat 
your Lordſhips Brave, ſo ſtrive to anſwer that much reputed Chara- 
Aer, in rather dying with a Noble Mary than parting with invalu- 
able Liberty. Without a peaceable and uncontraverted Poſſeſſion of 
8 your Herirages, how can you expect for a ſuteable Support of your 
Families and Qualities > That Title will be reputed moſt Glorious, 
| from which flows moſt Virtuous Actions. Elevate then your Cou- 
rage, and let it ſhine forth in Nazads and Adventures ſo Juſt and E- 
qual, as to contend rather for the Publick than for it ſe, Augmens 
and llluſtrate your Atcheivements, by Treading in the Footſteps of 
your much Renowned Fore-Fathers, that the Country may depend 
.M upon your Honeſty, and not brought into a perillous Snare. 


I come next to diſcourſe of the Right Honourable Barons and Free- 
mbell Folders, whole Land Entitles them to Sit in Pailiament, They 
once made the greateſt Figure in this Judicature, tho now Retrinch- 

tipli ed within a (mall Number. The Conſtitution of this Eſtate was well 
n ic contrived for the common latereſt. This State is moſt concerned in 
ix the Preſervation of the Country's Prividedges and Indepengency. The 
\ greatelt Share of the Ceſs is Levyed upon their Eſtates, which ſhould 
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make them the more deſirous 05 getting ſuch Good Laws Enacted, 2 
may promote the Pubſick Intereſt; whereby their Fortunes might be 
rendered more capable of paying the Publick Burdens. If the Baron, 
ſo far degenerate to quite their Natural Character of Liberty, they 
may as well give up the free Tenure of their Properties. It is your 
latereſt alſo, that Trade be advanced, not diſcouraged. For Mer. 
chandiſing does not #nly enrich your ſelves and Children that under 
take the ſame, but is a conſiderable Improvement to your Lands, 
While ManufaQures and Trade flouriſh, the Product of your Land 
are qtlickly conſumed, by which you can promiſe upon the punctu. 
al payment of your Rentals, Whereas, in the Loſs of Trade, there 
is no ſuch conſumption ef the growth of Land, but the Product be. 
comes à meer Drug, and ſo little of it is vented to Advantage, that 
the Farmer turns Bankrupt, and the Land becomes waſte, By which 
the intereſt of Land will be ſunk low, and that of Money will riſc 
high; which inconyentence cannot be remedied by an Act of Parlia. 
ment; for if an Act upon ſuch an occaſion ſhould regulat Money- In. 
tereſt, conform to that of the Land, the conſequence would be this, 
that all Monyed Perſons would retire to another Kingdom for better 
— Encouragement. Is it not much better to prevent the deceaſe in time, 
andthat by Application of right Remedies, before it prove an incu- 
rable Gangreen? | - = 
The Barroi\s, who are the moſt conſiderable part of the Nation 
do nov ſit and vote as Deputies gomMmiltionared from all the reſt, The 
Members af this State ought not only to have in their View their 
own Character, but that likewiſe of their Repreſentatives, by whoſe 
.Council and Advice their Paliamentary Procedures ought to be re. 
gulate. Here there is a Faith and Truſt repoſed, which ought to be 
diſcharged with all Honeſty and Integrity. Breach of Truſt, is an 
indication of a Rogue, which ignominious Stain Gentlemen ought to 
ſcorn, and for that end be very careful and anxious that none of their 
Conſtituents have the leaſt Shadow of reaſon to impeach them of 
"baſe under-hand Dealing. As the Barrons compoſe a ſeparat State, 
ſo they ought to be jealous and cautious of their Rights and Privi. 
ledges: Ing defence of which they all ought unanimouſly to con- 
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They -ought to evite the flattering Inſinuations of Courtiers, or 
any particular Faction ofthe Nobility, Ou# Barrans have ſuch Li- 
beral and Gentle Education, as well as competent Fortungs, that they 
need nog for want of Prudence or Eſtate, depend upon the Nobility. 
When it happens otherways, the fault is in the Election: Therefore 
the Conſtituents ought not to be byaſſed in their Choice by the la- 
fluence of any great Perſon. « 5 | 
Shall I entertain any ſuch unſavory Thoughts of the brave Barrons 
of Scotland, who were always ready with Sword in hand, to repel the 
Enemy, and vindicate our free Conſtitution? Shall l think that they 
will grudge their Eloquent Tongues in Defence thereof? No, [hope 
t bel better things, and expect that their Concgrd will defeat their baſe 
tha Contrivances of ill deſigning Men. Go on then, and proſper, and 
hich exert the full vigour. of your Noble Genious and Spirits in the main- 
taining your Beloved,tho diſtreſſed Countries Intercſt;whichat preſent 


— is ſunk very low, and ſeems more fully to. call aloud fot your gene- 
v. In. tous Aid. Let a Spirit of Courage poſſeſs your valiant Hearts, by 
this, whic h you may inſpire into the Populace a new Life. „ O 
was The third Eſtate of Parliament,conſiſtFof the Honourable Burgeſles; - 
cu. who are commiſſioned from the Royal Burrows. Some Cities at firſt 
were admitted to a Vote in this Magnificent Aſſemblie, becauſe they. 
ion payed a part of the publick Burden, Therefore it ſeemes but reafo. 


The nable, that in requital thereof, they ſhould be preſent here to provide 


nein by good Laws the Encouragement of Trade, their only ſupport, and, 
of without which they are not in a Capacity of paying their Quota, Ma- 
re. "Y {mall Towns are now incorporat into Royal Burrows. It would 


pe] be the Intereſt of this Eſtate ( if.it pleaſed Her Majeſty )-that none 
were aſſumed into their Number, but ſuch as could contribute a con- 


= ſiderable Eaſe in the Ceſs to the Burrows in particular, and the Nati- 
ger on in general. Many good Acts are made in favours of the Burrows, 
o which if narrowly obſerved, would tend very much to their profit; 
ite ſuch as Act 27. Par. 4. A. Jam. 5. Where it is ordained, That neither 
wi Earl. Lord, nor Barron nioleſt them ier their Liberties,.. How, cafy 
on. Vere it then to protect your ſelves, gom any pitiſul dependence - 
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pon any Gentleman whatſomever, AT. 33. in K. Jam 6. Par. 
2. and ratified in Char, 2. Par. 3. It is determined, Thar only. Au. 
af trading Merchants can repreſent Burrows Royal. Which Acts if 
put in Practeze, would, revive your Ancient Priviledges. For in the 
Election of Gentlemen, there is a double Diſadvantage ariſ® ; The 


firſt is, That Gentlemen have ſome other deſign in their View, than 


the Intereſt of the Cities they intend to be choſen for, and to gain 
that, the Town's Concern is poſtponed and laid aſide. See Macten- 
ie s Obſervations on A. 3. Jam. 6. Par. 2. Secondly, in Scotland the 
Gentry are not ſo much inclined to Traffick, as in other Kingdoms, 
therefofe they enquire very little into its Concern, and ſo are not 
capable to promote its Intereſt, . $ 3 

Seing there are Laws impowering the Burrows to meet and con- 
cert about Trade, why does not theſe Conventions produce many and 
expedient Overtures for the encreaſe of Traffick: The Reaſon is ob- 
vious, becauſe few are elected that thorowly underſtands the Riſe and 
Fall of Merchandiſe, nor take they much pains to be informed thereof. 


To enlarge upon Trade, would be forreign to my purpoſe, neither |. 


need [ inſiſt upon its uſefulneſs, when the whole World are endea.. 
vouring to outvie one another in this particular, and Wars carried 
od for its ſake. The neceſſity of it may be found in the want of it, 
which makes this Nation ſuffer in all its Parts. Here I would recom- 
mend a rigid and more ſevere Reltraint upon the export of Coin and 


- Bullion;whichhnfight be partly remedied, if ſomeeffectual way was ſal- 


len on to prevent viſitingForeignCourts,& in diſcouraging the import 
ef ſuperfluougCommodities: which Prohibitions might be compaſt 
in the Erection of publick Academies, and the Encouragement of 
eur own Manufactures. The Promotion of Literature is an Ornament 
as well as profitable to the Kingdom. There may be found Perſons 


ol as ſprightly Genius in Scotland for advancing the Common Wealth 
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of Learning, as are in the Foggy Air of Holland, or in other more re- 
| fined Climats. As for Trade, it may be carried on here to as good an 


Aceount, as in many places in Europe. 'Riches and Money are got, 


kept or loſt; according to the frugal Management of a Kingdom's 
Trade. When Scotland ſends* more conſumable Commodities to Fo- 
reign Parts, zhan it receives from thence; Trade then is ä to 
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Advantage, and the overplus will be returned in Silver. On the con? 
trary, the Nation is impoveriſhed when an Overballanee of: Wines, 
Spices, and other ſuperfluities are imported, tor then the Ballance 
muſt of neceſſity be payed in dry Caſh; for Paper Credit cannot ſup- 
ort the Merchants Faith. This is a ſhort, but reaſonable account 
of the Decay of;our Trade, to a recovery of which, Parſimony would 
ina great meaſure conduce. — 3 
As long as this Kingdom languiſhes under the threats f a;Neigh- 
bour, the proſperity of Trade can be very little expected. Unleſs you 
Honourable Burgeſſes vigorouſly act your Part in the ſupport of your 
Country from its menaced Danger, you may expect that your Cities 
will become deſolate, and converted into meer Rubbiſh : Whereas, 
if you cordially unite againſt the Devices ofthe common Enemy, you 
may, by reviving your Priviledges, inſpire an active Eife into Trade, 
which cannot be accompiihed without muchPenetratian of Thought, 
Trade is heGoldenſfal! which makes our Nęighbours ſtartle upon our 
leaſt Undertaking. Thereſore you ought eareſully to notice all tlie O. 
vertures inParliament,& you ſhall find them always have ſome tenden. 
cy to Trade one way or other. If the late Projects oſ Commerce had not 
been nipped in the Bud, by this time, mot only the Burrows, but 
the whole Nation would have ſimiled under their Happy Succeſs. An 
opulent Traffick would enrich your Towns, and. exalt them to that 
flouriſhing Degree, that they would ſcorn dependepce upon any, 
except GOD Rich Providence, which, has liberally; furniſhed. ybu 
with all Materials fit-for carrying dn Trade, i} you were ſo fortunatg | 
as to make a right Uſe of the ſame. + . 8. i, 


There is no way then left to Employ and lencreaſe theſe Bleſſings, 


unleſs you enjoy your Cities free from any Oppreſſion or Depen - 

dence upon another State. as not induſtry in Traffick, and a well 
regulated Government advanced Holland, who has very mean advan- 
tages in their Situation or Product. Their Poris ate incommodious, 

their Land and Native Commodities not capable of ſuſtaining the in- 
habirants. Do they not, to our Shame, vend our Fiſh in Foreign 
Parts, to their own inexpreſſible Advamage. All this Encreaſce of 


bower and Wealth, proceeds from ag equal exerciſe of their Govern- 


ment, and impartial execution of their Lays; and a Jefouſie of their 


— 5 


and Vanity. + 
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Liberties. Let a ſerious Reflection upon all this, provoke you to an 
Imitation of their Vertuee, which that you may the more eaſily acquire, 
let a Love of your Juſt and Natural Rights excite your bold Reſolu. 
tion to ſave This Nation and your ſelves, upon the brink of Ruin, 


Having now treated of the Three Eſtates, my method naturally 
leads me to ſpeak next of the Parliamentary Oath: Upon which | 
ſho2ld not ikſiſt, if it was not neceſſary, ſeing there is very little of 
the Publick Concern enforced from the Pulpit, tho' the Divines fail 
not to thunder upon leſs Occaſions, never conſidering, that, upon 
the Loſs of Liberty, there will inlallibly enſue an Innovation in Relli- 
gion. . would deſire then, ail Members to reflect upon the Oath ad. 
miniſtred in Parliament, and that, in caſe of Perjury, God will not 
be mocked, but that the Almighty will blaſt all their Earthly Honour 
. An Oath is a Religious Aſſeveration, by which we either Renunce 
the Mercy, or Imprecat the Vengeance of Heaven, if we ſpeak or act 
not the Truth. This lnvocation of God to atteſt our Sincerity, was 
appointed for. the Trial df Man's Fidelity. It contains a Tacite or 
expreſs Execration in cafe of Falſhood ;: ſo that, according to our lu- 
tention, God's Judgment may be expected, | 

Every Member ſwears to determine, faithfully and lawfully, accotd- 
ing to their Skill all Cauſes and Complaints that ſhall core before 
then. By which they are ſolemnly engaged and ſworn to mind the 
blick Concern, and to relinquiſh Selt-deſigning Courſes. | 
By Oath, afl the Members are obliged to give their Voice ſaith- 
fully and honeſtly, conform to the DiQates of their Conſcience : 
Which Conſcience is directed and guided by the Light of Reaſon, that 
repreſents-things ſimply as they are, without Prejudice or Partiality, if 
Men would not offer Violence to their Judgment. There ſhould be 
a conſtant Will and perpetual Inclination in every Member, to per- 
form his Oath with the outmoſt Endeavour aud Diligence. If any 
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Overture be propeſed not-fo clear to the Judgment, but brings along 
with it forme Doubt, then thay Heſitation ought to be overcome by 
Information, otherwiſe he is guilty of Supine Negligence, which a- 


mounts to a Breach of Oath. | 
f | W | An 
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An Oath of Verity particularly binds the ſwearing Party to acł ac 
cording to their own Sentiments, and notto tely, upon any Parties 
Opinion, through Favour or Fear, but conſcientiouſly and frankly to 
ſpeak and vote in every Matter, conform to the Genui and Naked 
Verity of things, as occurs at preſent to their Judgment and Reaſon; 
whether the Affair in Debate be Publick or Private. -The ſeveral Rea- 
ſonings in Agitation ought ſeriouſly to be waijghed; and that which 
is molt pithy and puiſſant in it's Argument, challenges tiſe Preference 
in the Aſſent. , ETD N 

The Queſtion ought not to be, How did ſuch a Perſon Vote? Bur 
how Momentuous and Nervous were the Motives ſor ſuch an one his 
Opinion? And juſt ſo far ought a Conſent $o the ſame be regulat,: * 
This Oath excludes the practiſing of Members by Solicitations; Res 


| wardsor Threats; ſo that if one be perverted, and has promiſed what 


and how to Vote, ſugh an one has undoubtedly violated the Oath of 


Parliament. „„ IIS Log Ea - 
Ibis ſhould make Gent'emen cautions of their Proceedings, leaſt they 


0 deceitfully ſwear what they never intended to perform; which is 


wilful Sign, that many Divines are of Opinion, does amount to Blaſ- 
phemy, which is a Sin of the deepeſt oY, and- a heinous Guilt, ſcarce 
to be pardoned. 8 . A Eagen.. 

. TheBreach ofanOath is attended with a terrible Communication of 
Vengeance and Wrath to be poured upon the perjuned; becauſe they” 
deny God's Providence, or at leaſt they are not afraid to invoke his Sa- 


cred Majeſty to be a falſe Witneſs, and afliſtant in cheig Wickednelz; 


See Zech. d. i y. Ezek.17.Ch. Mal. 3. 7. 

To deter Men from falſe (wearing, it were godd, that a Law was 
put in Execution, which was promulgated by King Donald the Sixth 
of that Name, wherein it was ordained, That perjured Perſons ſhould” 
be Stigmatized. in the Lip with an hot Iron. See Leſly's' Hiſtory of + | 
Scotland, Bott . | | N= 
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Albeit the Oath of Parliament be very plain in it ſeff, as is ſaid al. 
ready; yet. the Corruption and Degeneracy of this Age requ res (if“ | 
the Parliament judged it proper) a, more ſtrict and ſolemn Oath in 
it's Words to be adminiſtrat. . Therefore, to render Men altogether 
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lune xeuſeablo, and. to obſjge them tp 8 their Oath and 
Allegiance. to. their Country, an Oath. after the following Form and 
manner. ought to. be adhibit,, /. A. B. Does hereby; invoke. the Venge- 
ance of. the Almigbty God, if. J. ſbal not fincerelys. faithfully and juſtly 
Heat, and giue my Voice in al.the-Proceedings of thu: Honourable Houſe, 
according, to the Sincere. Diclates ef my Conſcience, and the known Laws 
of the Kingdom... And I da furt ber, by t be ſanie Invocation, ſwear, That 
| FW; nat B Byaſſed in my Thoughts and Judgment, in relation: to the 
ſaid Proceedings, by Favour, Bribe, or Fear, either given, promiſed, 
ar threagned. The former Oath'contains the ſame thing in effect as 
this, only, ſome Men-perhaps-having no great [nclination to conſider 
theſe. few Words, and the full Extent thereof, may overlook the 


2 


lame. 


Having now, in ſome meaſure, reached my Deſign in: all it's 


parts, I ſhall not enter into. a particular Detail of what Overtures 
may be brought into Parliament. Only, I ſhall hint at ſome general 
Dutiep, which all-the Members owe to their Country, and ſhall pro- 
goſe ns: Captions-rache.viac in the Proſecution of that Intereſt, 
. It ische Duty of evdryt Member to propoſe all Overtures, that 
may any ways advange the Hunour and Gaod of chis Kingdom; Nor 
can any in Conſcience conceal any thing that tends to. its Advantage. 
The equalAdminiſtrariany at Juſtice aught particularly to be en- 
quired after. And for this ead;e narrow lnſpection ought to be made 
initd our Laws and Courts of Juaicature; that auy thing Superfſuous in 
either, may be reſcinded, and all Heſects ſupplyed tn. 
3. All Occſions of the Stoppags of Trade, ought ſpeedily to be 
engquired alter, and remove. 212 IT 
4᷑. All the Diſorders in the Army ought to be Regulat. The Oc- 
. 1 an Army ought to be narrowly. Viewed intot Becauſe ſome 
5 judge a Standing Army neceſſary; Others Deory it, as Burdenſome 
and Oppreſſive to a Free People. I am not to determine this Con- 
traverſiea Only, it might be wiſhd, That Her Majeſty would pleaſe 
chooleperſons of conſiderable: Intereſts: out of everyShire for principal 


" * - 


becalled ir Queſtion, Alſo;cach'S 
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to their reſpestive Colonels or 


. 0 rable 


Officers of the Army: halef idality to theprince & Country would not 
ire might pay their Qaora oſ the Ceſs 
fficers. This might ſave conſide - 
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uſe, 
aws 
hat 


ed, 


he 


it's | 


ral 
O- 


at 


x. ( 23) 
rable Charges both to Prince and Boiintry, the Publick Burdens would 
rome to a good Accompt, and the"8vldrers ' migttt' he exactly 
payed, By this method*the-Gentry would be Difcplined in the Art 
of War, and all Chmor' againſt an Army quieged Soo 
5. I have ſpoke of Coin already, to which I'refer; Only, I judge 
the calling in, or erying down of the old Merks and their FraQtions, 
might be profitable to the Nation; ſince there is a great Diminutioa 
in their Value and Weight. To Reform our Ovia Would dea Matter 
of Henour und hate. n: 74 Cn 5410 
6, It would be a work of Piety and Charity to provide ſor the 
craving Neceſſities of the Poor, in erecting publick Workthoules, 
and Hoſpitals. Which might, by a'{mall allowance from each parech, 
be eaſily ſupported, in reſpect that every one, tho lame, might 
be Lonployed ſome way or other. And Lam confident, this under̃ta- 


king would prove leſs Chargeable to the Lieges ; and What is Beflo . 


ed in Charity, weuld be well, if not better than now diſpoſed'sf.-It 
deſerves Conſideration alſo, whether or norevery Society and Ineor. 
poration might be obliged to maintain their own!Poor,” whoihave 
fallen back through no diſhoneſt way. Projects of this Nature migh 


be eaſily ſet on foot, which would — urage Beggery, and impede 


a Lazie Generation of them, whoſe. nu increaſes daily. 
[judge it not a-miſs here to take notice of the harſh Treatment 
the Epiſcopal Clergy meets with from à particular Incorporation; 
ſome of this Clergy out of good and pious Intention? lodged a Ford 
for their ſuture Support in time of neceſſity; and now, to their 


great loſs, cannot enjoy the Bendfit thereof in extream;yvant.; This 
uncivil treatment deſerves a Redreſs, in reſpect that this Clergy does 


not diſturb the Government by Rebellious ' Sermons, but peaeeably 
reſts ſatisfied with any Toleration that is allowed: them. 


7. 1 Recommend, that whatever Methods be entered into in the 


Parliament, that the Members would always have in their Wiet / the 
Liberty and Freedom of Scotland; For if that be once out of Sight 


all your Conſultations ſighiſy to little perpoſe. In all your Delbera- 


tives, the Point to be notieed ought to be, What the Country's Good, 


and what is its Evil: The Choice oughP to. terminate in the Brent. 
eſt Good, or the leaſt Evil, "Without Geet Liberty, a 


0 


oithor Religion, 
: ty Tits | 


/ 


iffive. -: It is not the firſt time that the Exgliſp have begged and pray- 
ed for out Aſſiſtance, and it may be, will not prove the laſt. It ſhows 
4 a great Prudence to diſtinguiſh Seaſons and Opportunities, and it is 
1 good Luck and great Happineſs, to nick the very Moment of Time 
ia an Enterprize. If at, preſent the Succeſſion be eſtabliſhed, there 
will updoubtedly be an irgetriveable Occaſion excluded, for E-g- 
land now will not offer ſuch Frank and Cordial Conceſſions as aſter- 
wards, when neceſſity will reduce them to give eaſier and more ad- 
vagtageous terms. At preſent they ſeem cold ang indifferent, eſpe. 
ally when they ſcurrilouſſy reflect upon our Sovereignty upon all oc. 
caſions in their Pamphlets. See a Scandalous Book, Entituled, England; 
« Saperiority oper Scotland. r 1 
A naſty Parallel, of marrying a Beggar, and getting a Louſe for 
Aa Tocher, evidently ſhows how little they value us, and that they 
'» will not communicat and efiſure to us any of their Priviledges. And 
tho' this: was the ſentitnent of a privat Member; yet what Conſtru- 
Aion thall we put upon an Addreſs ol the upper Houſe of Peers to her 
Majeſty, wherein they deſire the Queen to ſettle the Succeſſion in 
Saanen Princeſs Sephia, and atterwadds they ' will endeavour a 
ettlegient ofan Union 'betwixt the two Kingdoms. Is not this 2 
jeſting and baffling of us wah a Witneſs 2 This Overture puts me in 
ning pfthe whidling and vofainPromitfesof a Debauehee, made to a fil; 
17 Woman, bf entriag into terms of Marriage, after he has robbed her 
6 E 


: . | of 


+08 (25.3) ä 3 
e be | tf ber Honour, which is all chat could have procured her a Mate? 
that Was there ever ſuch a bare- ſac d and blunt bropoſal?· Does not this 
jets ¶ ſufficiently indicat the Temper of their Pulſe? How do they imagine, 
; has that we may be eaſily wheedled by their Crafty Inſinuations? If they 
n we had been in Earneſt, their Propoſal would have been of a more Seri- 
I ons and Generous Strain, for they ought to have proffered an Honou- 
ence | rable Union, upon ove Conſtituting the ſame Settlement with them. 
cred | But their Offer civilly entreats us voluntarly to put on Ehains, and 9 
uſly then to Act like Free-men. - This brings to my Remembrance the 
ow, | Baſe Uſage of the Brave Walace, who-was deſired to ſuffer hig Hands 
fool to be Fertered, not for a Tryal of his Vigorous Strength, but of his 
pen, | Enemies Treachery. If we at preſent ſettle; the Succeſſion, we loſe an 
ſub- | Opportunity,by which the Happinefs of this State may be deſpaired pf. 

| England ſhows no great Iuclination to treat us civilly, tho' they 
would fain Be'eagure,us with fair Promiſes, - Has there not been ſeve- 
rat Treaties of Union ſet on Foot which have all evaniſhed' into the 
fame Nothing? And, in the very laft Treaty, tho' the Scors Com- 
miſſieners waited upon the Engliſh at London, yet the Diets were un- 
eivilly deſerted, at leaſt very unlrequent on the Engliſh's Sides | 

r is our part then to provide for our Security, by deſpiſing mean 

Terms, and not to contde tod much in Eng/i/h Integrity ;: leaſt we 
be thrown back into a Thouſand worſe Miſeries, (than wltat we are 
now triſted with,) by the Ambitious Deſigns of tham, who lay the 
Foundation of their Imaginary Happinefs om the Ruine of our Liber- 
ties and Laws. It is a ſtrange Degeneracy of Mankind, to Cour 
for Slavery the Mother of Miſery, and to be out of Conceit with Liber- 
ey ty the Procurer of all Happineſs, Nature enclines the very Brutes to 
nd | evite-the Snare they were once like to-be catched in and cannot New 
ru- | ture, affiſted with Reaſon, perſwade Man not to run furiouſly into 
ner | _ Fetters, to ſhake off which has of late been expenſive te the Nation: 


in 1 The Experience of our Miſerable Condition, ſince the Union of 
ra | the Crowns, ought to tave ſuch Efficaey, as to inſpire us with more 
s2 | Wit, than to ſplit again upen the ſame Rock through Negligenee: 
in | Therefore we are not to believe Poiſagous: Deluſions, but ovght at 
i | preſent to Conſult our own — fuch Rational Meaſures, ag 
er may prove effectual for the ample Enjoyment pf our Rights and Pri- 
of | viledges. | +: Dion 
R , 
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ied, NE. QUT. Liberties may be ſecured from 
Ecicroachmenyg Hy djmgations? L would have it conſidered, that if 

tit any time Exgland or any Eagliſb King, ſhall judge theſe Reſtri- 
ctions inſupportable, they will be quickly repealed, and then the Ab- 
te Power of an Engiifþ Monarch will revive in Scotland, with all 

its Vigour and Luſtr e. 7 8 
Wbat Reaſon have e to be 


| 3 o. How can it be imagined, that 


lieve, that England will be more faith- 
ful in opfefring now their Treaties and Promiſes. than formerly ? is 
not their Temper and Inclination towards us the ſame . Did not they 
Thoughts of which dhauld make us Jealous them) queſti- 
' the Liberty of our Trade ſettled by Act of Parliament? Did not 
they, in Conjunction with all our Enemies, defeat our Projects of 
| contraryto the Law of Nations, refuſe us Wood 
Water? which might have been expected from Barbarians. What 
ſigniſied then our being United to them by Natꝑre and Art? 
- ean never ſee, what Gyarantee or Security rglaud can propoſe a- 
gainſt a Breach on their part, if we ſhould be United, as is very well ex- 
preſſed by a Worthy Patriot of Liberty in a Conference. Was not lreland- 
undone and oppteſſed fo? want of this? And will not a frivolous Pre- 
tence invite them to endeavotr a Conqueſt of us alſo? Then ſhall we be 
deprived of the ſmall Shipping we enjoy. Then our Laws, Manufa- 
Saures, Trade and Husbandry will be Ruined. Then our Publick Re- 
| cords, the Preſepvative of our Charters and Lands, wilkbe Deſtroyed. 
How Horrible and Woeſul will the Conſequence of all this be, every 
fore I forbear to purſue this Melan- 


?- Did not they, 


one is capable to diſcern? There 
Cholly Subjeca —oÞ8G = 
Our Sovereignty and Independance cannot be better ſecured, 
than by that Noble and ell contrived Ad of Security Voted 
in the laſt Seſſion. If it was once paſt into a Law, it would allure 
the Engliſh go Court our Favour and Kindneſs: Becauſe the Fear 
of our Tendering the Crowijunto an other Prince, would force them 
in Eguitable and Reaſonable Meaſures with 
Civil War, and of the many Inconve- 
_ - niencies that attends the ſam vill ſoon oblige: them to have Recourſe 
to our Aid at any Rate. &cat/and is not ſo Contemptible, as to be 
| Appearance of Eminent Danger. In 
nſiderable 


to a ſpeedy Complyance, ig 
us. The Fear ot a Foreign 


negletedby ehe E q 
daa of a Rupture, (as God forbidg.chercewill be founda co 
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verted, and a new one eres Ain theit Plac 
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party amongſt themſelves, that will join our Forces; Beſides,” their 


Cities, Army and Flzet are well furniſhed with Brave Scots, that will 
deſert them to ſerve their Native Country. 3 WE 
England has often attempted, but in vain, to procure our Depen- 


dence upon them by an armed Force; which at preſent they are leſs 


capable chan ever to perform, Nor will they ever be able to com- 


paſs their Deſign, unleſs we willingly condeſcend co our own Miſery 


Scotland then ſhould be ſo prudent and cautious, as to maintain 
by good Laws,their Rights and Liberties, and to wait that happy op- 
portunity, when-E»gland through neceſliry will propoſe a mors frank 
and generous equivalent for the qlfiring of out Crown to a Britiſh 
Monarch. ; =. WERE SE + ad 

A joint Succeſsion with England cannot at preſent be well entred 
into ;- for I judge it would not be a · miſs that a Parliament were called. 
particularly for that igtent ; that the Barrons and Burrows taight de- 
legat Members with ample InſtruQions, and full Power for ſettling 
thereof. la this important Caſe, the Opinion of the whole Nation 
"ought ro be confidered. The Succeſſion ought to be adjuſted of the 
Declarations of the Major Partie of the People to their Conſti 
ſince every one is preſumed to 'tinderfland what way he likes beſt, 
and ſince the People is ſtill to be recKoned the ſame, as it was here- 
' rofore, when the Order of Succeſſion Was firſt eſtabliſhed. See Puffen- 
dorf De jure Nature & gentium, lib. 7. Cap 7. FC. ry. . 

A joint Succeſſion with Englang is 


— 


nation of our Government, Rights and Priviledges, in ſo far as they 
are to be communicated to the Engliſh, e Puffendorf de jure, &c. Cas. 
ult. libagit. Where that famous Lawyer ſays, H hes two Peopletake away 
their fundamental Laws,diſplace the Ancient Royal Line, and ſet pa new 
Kingdom; By this Union it i manifeſt that t | 


Union will occaſion an alteration of the 
ers, contrair to our firſt Inſtitution. A 
giſlative was the firſt and ſundamenyl 
ovght to be continued in the ſame? 


SL? 


nents, 


not propoſed without ſome 
Conceſſions on their part, which ! allYuppoſe to have its event in 
an incorporating Union, which cannot be affected witnout an Alie- 


— 


err: formerKingdoms are ſub... 
is evident then, tliat this 

ative & gorerningpow-- 
he Conſtitution of the Le - 
aw of the Society, which  --- * 
nant T it was begun. The deſign * 4 8 
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„ mipht bepreſeryed e intige and independent Kingdom, to be governed byits own 
„: So that this Deſign is loſt, when all theſe are given up into the Power of a 
- all Tranſa&tions of Alienations. of Rights, both Parties 


"ag th rent- Le illative. It | 
--+ ought to conſents; In edth of theſe Parties the Concurrence of the Whole or Major 
* Part is required. Foralienatiodoth properly denote, that the thing paſſes from 
the Propietar with his free conſent, and is not taken from him by meer violence a- 
' gainſt-his will. See Paffendorf de jure, &c. lib. 4. Cap. g. When the Legiſlative is altered 
without the conſent of the People, it is an Innovation, and encroachment upon their 
fundamenta Conſtitution and is an infriigement of the Truſt repoſed in the Go- 
* vernment by the People, and ſo cannot ¶Nlookt upon as their free Act and Will. 
Theſe foregoing Reaſons deſerves th r ious Conſideration of the Parliament, 
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moſt proper and fair way of Pealing ti 

5 Nocken of — s and 7 Ming zfterwards. 3 
Io conclude then, That4 may evi 17 75 Nes, by this Diſcourſe, you Right 
; Handterarle Menibers rmag#ſce, That if your Conde be juſt, You have an Oppor- 
ttunity put jo pong hands of recovering gur preſent depſðrable diſtemper; you have 
wy” © apa ſidn of repelling che Rey, 2 r e er ee 
ei ouncils, and hell Uran How execrable ? "Gy. A adject 
- - will you be in the ſi  yourThildren# How will your dalies. be Rafried in fu- 
® ry? How people? How will 
ated C nn hee en! How prickled and 
tz Tree K 


8 propoſed, which would cut off 
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. 477+, Thereis no he I think r bot toren 
try i at preſengaffiited wit hafianenntas fiene 
till a more dreadful and thi, mae | 
-F When men are told to be cauſß of 
| f i is their part to be diligent 
: e | = 3 N. 8 | : N 
#*”,._” kelp him, when he is in a C 
ang hearty with is, That the Mr 
Al and promote with his zufinit Bmg eur good and | 
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